FREEDOM IS M I N E

Les WSéfgbles

“You neglected to take
the most valuable gift.”

N

We are ambassadors for God’s Son,
stewards of God’s mysteries,
and coworkers in God’s kingdom.

2 Corinthians 5:20
“Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as
though God were entreating through us; we beg you
on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.”

1 Corinthians 4:1-2
“Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of
Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. In
this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that
one be found trustworthy.”

1 Corinthians 3:9
“For we are God’s fellow workers”

Alien ambassad_o_rs_ [nust
have two sensitivities:

1. Firm boundaries of loyalty
to the values of their true
home.

2. The diplomacy to work
with the powers of their
temporary home.

DANIEL 1

vs. 1-7 / vs. 8-21

Literary structure

Babylonia assumes supremacy over Israel vv. 1-2
Young men subjected to pagan training vv. 3-7
Daniel avoids defilement v. 8-16
Young men teach the Babylonian king vv. 17-20
Daniel proves supreme over the Babylonians v. 21

Daniel 1

“s But Daniel made up his mind that he
would not defile himself with the king’s
choice food or with the wine which he
drank; so he sought permission from the
commander of the officials that he might
not defile himself.”

Ancient Jewish identity was
marked by three distinctives:
e Sabbath observance
e Circumcision
e Dietary rules




Daniel 1:8

“he would not defile himself”
Zhe

The food and wine
may have identified him too
closely with the king so as to
threaten his identity as a Jew.

Classic Enlightenment Puritan
government rationalism Christianity

Freedom from
the authority of

the state superstition the church

Democratic Reason & Protestant
Republic Pluralism  moral vision

Three questions

1. Is America our promised
land or our Babylon?

v’ We have a special
contempt for external
authority.

3/ / A v’ We have a special
commitment to personal
mf autonomy.

“Why don’t Gatholics get
to vote on church policy?”

“This is Americal!”

“No one has the
right to tell me ‘ ',
what | have to =k
helieve or do @
Christian. N

to bhe a good

“This is Americal”




“Upon this rock we
will build OUR church
and no external
authority shall
stand against it.”

“This is America!”
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One of the reasons Orthodox Christianity is so
offensive to American culture is that it calls
for submission
to authority

outside our
control.

“I do not mind submitting to the rules
if I can notarize them first!”

Our culture is too much like
ancient Babylon and our attitude
is too much like ancient Israel

Americans think they are or
can be the promised land.

Americans pay lip service
to a god they insist on
controlling.




Three questions

2. What is the “choice food
and wine” of our culture
that we should refuse?

Christians are not under the Law of
Moses but are constrained
by the Spirit of Christ.

1 Corinthians 6:12
“All things are lawful for
me, but not all things are
profitable. All things are
lawful for me, but I will not
be mastered by anything.”

John 6

“s5 For My flesh is true
food, and My blood is
true drink. se He who
eats My flesh and
drinks My blood abides
in Me, and I in him.”

Real defilement is not from without
but from within.

Matthew 15

“n It is not what enters into the
mouth that defiles the man, but
what proceeds out of the mouth,
this defiles the man. . . . 1s But the
things that proceed out of the
mouth come from the heart, and
those defile the man.”

This is our food and wine.

the object of our

faith
hope
love

The choice food and wine
of our culture

nm Whatever
& Huct works
- is of God.

Itsall T
about ME. 4§

» Don’t judge
anyone.




Lesson

We are Christians
serving in America,

not Americans
who happen to be
Christians.

Three questions

3. How can we be diplomatic
ambassadors?

Christian capitalism
Competition that is fair

It is motivated by the pursuit of efficiency, and
effectiveness as stewards more than personal
comfort and power as consumers.

Cooperation that is proactive

It is sensitive to the well-being of the community
as well as the family and the individual.

Compassion that is sacrificial
It is free to be generous and sensitive in
addressing the true needs of others, especially
those without power or dignity.

Christian democracy
Participation

Render to Caesar - model, voice and vote our values.

Civil discourse
Speaking our minds while respecting and listening
to differing perspectives.

Tension & Compromise

Balancing common good with personal freedom.

Social & legal tolerance

Respecting majority rule and minority rights.




