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Withholding or 
withdrawing 
treatment?

 Is death friend
or foe?

 define terminal
 Active vs passive

euthanasia

 feeding tube?

CPR?

Who decides?DNR?

Unbearable pain?
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“Euthanasia”

What does it 
mean?
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 Euthanasia comes from Greek 
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“good death”? 
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Definitions
! Terminal--death within 6 mos. 
! Suicide--voluntary & self administered.

! Voluntary euthanasias--patient  requests 
help to die.

! Involuntary euthenasia--patient could  
make a voluntary request but not able.

! Non-voluntary--patient incabable of 
making a voluntary request to die.  
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Confusing terms:
Active euthanasia is ususlly an act of 
commission causing the death of another.  

Passive euthanasia implies the withdrawal 
or omission of help.

“Right to die” supported by both sides as 
a Constitutional right to privacy. (Quinlan 
1976)  

7

7Sunday, October 19, 14



8

8Sunday, October 19, 14



Mercy killing  is to kill a patient usually by 
injection of lethal drugs. (Kevorkian)
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Physician assisted suicide   (PAS) A 
physician  provides the means to commit 
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Mercy killing  is to kill a patient usually by 
injection of lethal drugs. (Kevorkian)

Physician assisted suicide   (PAS) A 
physician  provides the means to commit 
suicide.

Other Euphemisms  “physician assisted 
dying”, “compassionate dying”, “natural 
death”, “quality of life”, “end-of-life 
choice”.
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History 

• Law for the Prevention of the 
Congenitally Ill Progeny. 1933. 

• Karen Quinlan.  New Jersey. 1973. 
• Nancy Beth Cruzan.  Missouri.  1990. 
• Compassion in Dying v. Washington 

State 1996. 
• Oregon's “Death with Dignity” Act.  

1997. 
• Dutch Euthanasia Law.  April 1, 2002. 
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Arguments used to support 
Euthanasia  

!Painful death
!Undignified death
!Loss of autonomy
!Burden on others
!The botched euthanasia
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Ethical arguments against 
Euthanasia 

• Euthanasia affects other people.
• Voluntary euthanasia will lead to 

involuntary euthanasia.
• Euthanasia pressures the patient  to 

save family resources, or to remove 
a burden on others.

• It undermines  health care 
professionals to care for patients.
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Hippocratic Oath:  “I will prescribe 
regimens for the good of my patients 
according to my ability and my 
judgment and never do harm to 
anyone.  I will give no deadly 
medicine to any one if asked, nor 
suggest any such counsel; and 
similarly I will not give a woman a 
pessary to cause an abortion.”
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!Christian Physician’s Oath:  “With 
God’s direction, I will respect the 
sanctity of human life. I will care for all 
my patients, rejecting those 
interventions that either intentionally 
destroy or actively end human life, 
including the unborn, the weak and 
vulnerable, and the terminally ill.”
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Religious arguments 
against Euthanasia 

• We are created in the image of God.
 “Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our 
image.....So God created man-kind in his own 
image, in the image of God he created them; male 
and female he created them.” Gen. 1:26-27

• Man is forbidden to murder.
“You shall not murder.” EX. 2:13

“Do you not know that your bodies are temples of 
the Holy Spirit, who is in you,  whom you have 
received from God?  You are not your own.”  1 Cor 
2:19
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• God is sovereign over life and death.
“There is no god besides me. I put to death and 
bring to life, I have wounded and I will heal, and 
no one can deliver out of my hand.”   Deut.32:39

“Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days 
ordained for me were written in your book before 
one of them came yo be.”  Psa. 139:16 

• Death is unnatural and inevitable.
”but you must not eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, for whem you eat 
from it you will surely die.” Gen. 2:17
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• Death is a spiritual event with 
biological consequences.
”As the body without the spirit is dead” James 2:26 
“..dust returns to the ground it came from, and the 
spirit returns to God.” Eccles. 12:7  

• Suffering may have value . 
”...My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness.” 2 Cor, 12:9

“....the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all 
our troubles, so that we can domfort those in any 
trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive 
from God. 2 Cor. 1:4
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• Death is not the end for a Christian.
”...I am the resurrection and the life.  The one 
who believes in me will live, even though they 
die, and whoever lives by believing in me will 
never die” John 11:25
”...Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by 
life or death.  For to me to live is Christ, to die is 
gain.”  Phil. 1:21 

“He is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep 
to gain that which he cannot lose.”  Jim Elliot
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This is NOT euthanasia:
1. Not commencing treatment that would 

not provide a benefit to the patient.
2. Withdrawing treatment that has been 

shown to be ineffective, too 
burdensome or is unwanted.

3. The giving of high doses of pain-
killers that may endanger life, when 
they have been shown to be 
necessary.
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Conclusions:
• Natural death through progression of a 

terminal disease is not murder.
• Assisted suicide is murder.  It hastens 

death through conditions unrelated to 
the disease. 

• Christians have 3 responsibilities to the 
terminally ill patient:

  We will not allow you to die in pain.
  You will not die alone.
  You will not be a burden.
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How does the medical profession 
feel about euthanasia?
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